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Next Week’s Releases: Sept 26

Thursday, September 26th

• 2018 ACS 1-year public release
• Detailed Tables
• Data Profiles
• Comparison Profiles
• ACS Data Tools (My Congressional 

District, QuickFacts, API)
• Visualizations

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2018/release-schedule.html 5

census.gov/library/visualizations.html



Next Month’s Release: Oct 17

Thursday, October 17th

• 2018 ACS 1-year public release
• Selected Population Profiles
• Subject Tables

• Additional Visualizations

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2018/release-schedule.html 6

census.gov/library/visualizations.html
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The American Community Survey: The Foundation

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of Federal 
government spending each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses, 
and produces 11 billion estimates each year

• Three key annual data releases:

• 1-year Estimates (for large populations)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)

• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)
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ACS Content

Ancestry
Citizenship
Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING

9
40+ Topics 1000+ Tables 11 Billion Estimates



Why We Ask
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census.gov/acswhyweask



ACS Basics: 1-Year Geography

• Approximately 7,900 geographic areas

• Geographic areas of 65K+ total population including

•Nation
•All States, DC, and Puerto Rico
•All Metropolitan Areas
•All Congressional Districts (116th Congress)
•All Counties and Places of 65,000+

11

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html



• Offer a broad look at a community’s social, 
economic, housing, and demographic characteristics

• Generally include many different variables 
• Geography or population group is at the center

• Data Profiles (DP) 
• Comparison Profiles (CP)
• Selected Population Profiles (S0201)

Reputable

Types

Description

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool/table-ids-explained.html
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Data Product Type: Profiles



• A precise or detailed view of a subject 
• Subject matter is at the center of the table

• Detailed Tables (B or C)
• Subject Tables (S)
• Ranking Tables (R)
• Geographic Comparison Tables (GCT)

Reputable

Types

Description

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool/table-ids-explained.html
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Data Product Type: Tables



Training Presentations

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/training-presentations.html
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ACS Methodological Updates Impacting Data Products
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Industry and Occupation – updated Census codes
• Updated to reflect revised North American Industrial Classification 

System (NAICS) and Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) codes

Poverty Statistics – changes to income deficit
• Calculated using reference period dollar amounts prior to 2018

• Now inflation adjusted to respective calendar year 



ACS Methodological Updates Impacting Data Products 
(continued)
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Foreign-Born – citizenship coding change for those born in 
America Samoa
• No longer assigned to “U.S. Citizen, Born in Puerto Rico, Guam, the 

U.S. Virgin Islands, or Northern Marianas”

• Valid categories now include 
• U.S. citizen born abroad of U.S. citizen parent or parents 
• U.S citizen by naturalization 
• Not a U.S. citizen 

• “Oceania” region of birth now includes those born in America Samoa



ACS New Tables
Industry and Occupation

• B24114: Detailed Occupation for the Civilian 
Employed Population 16 Years and Over

• B24115: Detailed Occupation for the Civilian 
Employed Male Population 16 Years and Over

• B24116: Detailed Occupation for the Civilian 
Employed Female Population 16 Years and 
Over

Income and Earnings

• B19123: Family Size by Cash Public Assistance 
Income or Households Receiving Food 
Stamps/SNAP Benefits in the Past 12 Months

18

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



ACS Modified Tables 
Industry and Occupation 

Occupation

• B24010 – B24012  
Universe: Civilian Employed Population 16 Years 
And Over

• B24020 - B24022                                              
Universe:  Full-Time, Year-Round Civilian Employed 
Population 16 Years And Over 

Industry

• B24030 – B24032                                             
Universe:  Civilian Employed Population 16 Years 
And Over

• B24040 - B24042                                              
Universe:  Full-Time, Year-Round Civilian Employed 
Population 16 Years And Over
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



ACS Modified Tables 
Industry and Occupation

Class of Worker

• B24080 – B24082                                   
Universe:  Civilian Employed Population 
16 Years And Over

• B24090 – B24092                                        
Universe:  Full-Time, Year-Round Civilian 
Employed Population 16 Years And Over                                              

Detailed Occupation 

• B24121 – B24126                                      
Universe:  Full-Time, Year-Round Civilian 
Employed Population 16 Years And Over
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



ACS Modified Tables (continued)
Industry and Occupation

Industry, Occupation, Class of worker

• B24050: Industry By Occupation For The 
Civilian Employed Population 16 Years And 
Over                                   

• B24060: Occupation By Class Of Worker For 
The Civilian Employed Population 16 Years 
And Over     

• B24070: Industry By Class Of Worker For The 
Civilian Employed Population 16 Years And 
Over     
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



ACS Modified Tables (continued) 
Poverty Status

• B17008:  Aggregate Income Deficit 
(Dollars) in the Past 12 Months of 
Unrelated Individuals by Sex

• B17011: Aggregate Income Deficit 
(Dollars) in the Past 12 Months for 
Families by Family Type

• S1701: Poverty Status in the Past 12 
Months

• S1702:  Poverty Status in the Past 12 
Months of Families
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



ACS Modified Tables (continued) 
Foreign-Born Population

• B05002:  Place of Birth by Nativity and 
Citizenship Status

• B05006:  Place of Birth for the Foreign-Born 
Population in the United States

• B05006PR:  Place of Birth for the Foreign-
Born Population in Puerto Rico

• C05006:  Place of Birth for the Foreign-Born 
Population in the United States
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



ACS Modified Tables (continued) 
Foreign-Born Population

• S0502:  Selected Characteristics of the 
Foreign-Born Population by Period of 
Entry into the United States  

• S0502PR:  Selected Characteristics of the 
Foreign-Born Population by Period of 
Entry into Puerto Rico  

• S0504: Selected Characteristics of the 
Foreign-Born Population by Region of 
Birth:  Africa, Northern America, and 
Oceania
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2018



Other ACS Data Product Modifications: 
Detailed Tables and Subject Tables
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2018/1-year.html

Topic Type of  Change

Foreign-Born Population Updated categories for year of naturalization
Census occupation codes updated to reflect revised SOC codes

Housing Updated categories for year moved in
Corrected gross rent categories

Income and Earnings Added estimate for full-time year round workers 
Added estimate for number of families by family size
Census occupation codes updated to reflect revised SOC codes

Group Quarters Improved table titles to indicate the number of group quarters types
Added estimates for people not in the labor force for institutional group quarters 
Census occupation codes updated to reflect revised SOC codes

Disability Census occupation codes updated to reflect revised SOC codes

Health Insurance Census occupation codes updated to reflect revised SOC codes

Journey to Work and Migration Census occupation codes updated to reflect revised SOC codes



Other ACS Data Product Modifications: 
Data Profiles and Comparison Profiles
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes/2018/1-year.html

Topic Type of  Change

Industry Updated census codes to reflect revised North American Industrial Classification 
System (NAICS) 

Occupation Updated  census codes to reflect revised Standard Occupational Classification 
(SOC) codes

Educational Attainment Added estimates for high school or higher and bachelor’s and higher

Housing Updated categories for year moved in



ACS Geography Update
• New Geographies:

• American Indian off-reservation trust lands: 3 new geographies in Nevada, Oregon, 
Texas, and Washington

• County Subdivisions: 5 new geographies in Illinois, Michigan, New York, North 
Dakota, and Virginia

• Places: 8 new cities, villages, and census-designated places in Georgia, Missouri, 
Oregon, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Wisconsin

• Boundary changes due to annexation, disincorporation, and geocoding updates
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes.html



Guidance for ACS Users
Compare across geographies and population subgroups using 
2018 ACS

Compare similar period lengths (i.e., 1-year to 1-year)

Compare percentages, means, medians, and rates instead of 
totals whenever possible

Don’t expect ACS estimates to match decennial census counts 
or estimates from other surveys

28

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2018.html



ACS vs. CPS
• 2018 income, poverty, and health insurance estimates 

from the Current Population Survey (CPS) were 
released Tuesday, September 10th

• Estimates from CPS and ACS differ for a number of 
reasons, but trends over time tend to be similar 
across the surveys

• Recommendations:
• National estimates         CPS
• Subnational estimates         ACS
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Comparison Guidance

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2018.html
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ACS Website
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census.gov/acs



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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2018 Data Release Information



Data

census.gov/acs/data/
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Data User Resources

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/handbooks.html
35census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/training-presentations.html



Documentation

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-
documentation/code-lists.html
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Application Programming Interface (API)

census.gov/developers

37census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2019/api-acs.html

Source: The New Yorker Source: ClearGov

https://projects.newyorker.com/story/subway/?
https://www.cleargov.com/


File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

38

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/summary_file/2018/



Ranking Tables
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census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/ranking-tables/



Future ACS Data Releases
2014-2018 ACS 5-Year Estimates (All geographic areas)
• December 17, 2019: Embargo Begins
• December 19, 2019: Public Release Begins
• January 16, 2020: Second Part of Public Release

Public Use Microdata Sample Files (PUMS)
• November 14, 2019: 2018 1-Year PUMS File
• January 30, 2020: 2014-2018 5-Year PUMS File

2014-2018 Variance Replicate Estimates
• January 30, 2020: Public Release

2018 ACS 1-Year Supplemental Estimates (Geographies of 20,000+)
• February 6, 2020: Public Release

40

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2018/release-schedule.html



Sign up for and manage alerts at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information online:
census.gov/acs

Social media: @uscensusbureau
#ACSdata

Public Information Office (Media)
301-763-3030

Census (Non-media inquiries)
800-923-8282

Source Us:

U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY – YYYY] American 
Community Survey 
[1/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]

Public Information Office (Media)
pio@census.gov

ACSO (Non-media inquiries)
acso.users.support@census.gov

41

Stay in Touch

mailto:pio@census.gov
mailto:acso.users.support@census.gov
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Questions?
Dial *1 for the Operator 

After Questions: Using data.census.gov 
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Embargo Area Press Kit
• Access the embargoed-data 
• Presentation slides and archived webinar
• News release
• Link to American Community Survey website 

44

2018 ACS 1-year embargo begins at 10:00 am EDT
Tuesday, September 24th

Embargo 

census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2019/acs-1year.html

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2019/acs-1year.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs


census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story
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Your story

Your data details

Your outcome

Data Tell Stories. Tell Us Yours!
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Transitioning from American 
FactFinder (AFF) to data.census.gov:
• Streamline access to data
• Maintain best of current tools
• Reduce redundancies and costs
• Provide greater access to Census 

API

data.census.gov: Changing the way you get 
data at the U.S. Census Bureau

Agile Process of software 
development:
• Two month cycles

• Developing, Releasing, 
Gathering Feedback, 
Redefining, Building again

47



Comparison Profile
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Subject Table
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Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov

69

Our Development Depends On YOUR Feedback
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Educational Materials:
census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
• Webinars
• Data Gems: Short “How-To” Videos
• Release Notes
• Frequently Asked Questions
• Flyers

Census Academy:
census.gov/academy

NEW Data Gem: 
How to Navigate data.census.gov

census.gov/data/academy/data-
gems/2019/navigate-data-census-
gov.html

Educational Materials

https://census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html


Embargo Area Press Kit
• Access the embargoed-data 
• Presentation slides and archived webinar
• News release
• Link to American Community Survey website 
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2018 ACS 1-year embargo begins at 10:00 am EDT
Tuesday, September 24th

Embargo 

census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2019/acs-1year.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs


Questions?

Dial *1 for the Operator 

72



• Purpose: 
• Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data. 
• Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS data issues and 

applications

• Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data users
• ACS Data Users Conference planned for 2019
• Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings planned
• Users group website and online community 

acsdatacommunity.prb.org
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Need Local Stats?

• FREE Assistance Near You!
Our regional data staff can help you access 
local statistics from the ACS or offer 
training to help build your skills. 

• Contact us at: 
1-844-ASK-DATA
(1-844-275-3282)
census.askdata@census.gov 

40 74



For Further Information

Media Public Information Office
pio@census.gov
301-763-3030

General Public Customer Service Center
1-800-923-8282 or
301-763-INFO (4636)

Press Kit Go to www.census.gov
Newsroom  Press Kits

**Reminder:  Make sure your embargo password is up-to-date**
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http://www.census.gov/
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--Please take a moment to complete our quick evaluation--
Tell us what we could improve AND what we did well! 

How Did We Do? 

*Check the webinar “Chat” box to easy access the link!*

If you don’t see the Chat box, you can find the evaluation on your browser at

https://questionweb.com/59212/

77

https://questionweb.com/59212/
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